IEL English

Summer Reading List Year 9 to 10 (2020)

Choose one of the novels from the list and read it during summer break. Above all, you
should enjoy reading the novel – however, you should also get an overview of the plot, the
main characters and the main topics of the novel.
In school, at the beginning of year 10, you will work on the book you read in class. You will
work on different tasks both individually or in teams/ groups focusing mainly on the abovementioned aspects (plot, characters, topics).

My Sister’s Keeper (2004) by Jodi Picoult
Even though Anna is not sick she has undergone countless surgeries,
transfusions, and shots so that her older sister, Kate, can somehow
fight the leukemia that has plagued her since childhood. The product
of preimplantation genetic diagnosis, Anna was conceived as a bone
marrow match for Kate -- a life and a role that she has never
challenged...until now. Anna makes a decision that for most would
be unthinkable, a decision that will tear her family apart and have
perhaps fatal consequences for the sister she loves.

Never Let Me Go (2005) by Kazuo Ishiguro
The novel is set in a dystopian England where everything seems
perfect. But the sad truth is that this world isn't perfect for
everyone. And it's definitely not perfect for Kathy, Ruth, and
Tommy, three friends who grow up together only to discover their
terrible fate.
Over time, they learn about their true (and dark) purpose in the
world they live in and why they have had such a special childhood.
Kathy, Ruth, and Tommy aren't exactly human like the rest of us…
or are they? And what does it even mean to be human in the first
place? While they wrestle with that question themselves they also
figure out just how important friendship and their memories of
growing up together are.

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian
(2007) by Sherman Alexie
In his first book for young adults, Sherman Alexie tells the story
of Junior, a budding cartoonist who leaves his school on the
Spokane Indian Reservation to attend an all-white high school.
This heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written tale, featuring
poignant drawings that reflect the character's art, is based on the
author's own experiences. It chronicles contemporary adolescence
as seen through the eyes of one Native American boy.
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The Fault in Our Stars (2012) by John Green
Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her
a few years, Hazel has never been anything but terminally ill, her
final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot
twist named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid
Support Group, Hazel’s story is about to be completely rewritten.

Big Mouth and Ugly Girl (2002) by J.C. Oates
Matt Donaghy is the class joker, and Ursula Riggs is the misfit
loner. Neither knows the other. But when Matt is arrested on a
charge of threatening to blow up the school and massacre the
students, Ursula is the only one who sees through the hysteria and
hypocrisy, and corroborates Matt's story.

Wonder (2012) by R. J. Palacio
I won’t describe what I look like. Whatever you’re thinking, it’s
probably worse.
August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now,
has prevented him from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th
grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as
an ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s
extraordinary face.

To Kill a Mockingbird (1961) by Harper Lee
This classic story is set in the South and told through the eyes of a
young girl - a real tomboy - named Scout. Growing up in a small
town in a time of discrimination when the American South was in
the grip of the Jim Crow laws, she sees her community involved
in a battle that is much more than just over the crime a black man
is accused of. Basic human instinct and emotion are the driving
forces in this book.
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Ready Player One (2011) by Ernest Cline
In the year 2045, reality is an ugly place. The only time teenager
Wade Watts really feels alive is when he's hooked up to a virtual
reality known as the OASIS. Wade loves to solve the puzzles hidden
within this world which are based on their creator's obsession with
the pop culture of the past and that promise massive power and
fortune to whoever can unlock them.
But when Wade stumbles upon the first clue, he finds himself in
competition against players willing to kill to take this ultimate prize.
The race is on, and if Wade's going to survive, he'll have to win - and
confront the real world he's always been so desperate to escape...

The Hate U Give (2017) by Angie Thomas
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the
poor African American neighborhood where she lives and the fancy
suburban private prep school she attends in a predominantly white,
affluent part of the city. The uneasy balance between
these two worlds is shattered when Starr becomes entangled in a
national news story after she witnesses the fatal shooting of her
childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a white police officer.
The Hate U Give (2017) is Angie Thomas’s debut novel, expanded
from a short story she wrote in college in reaction to the police
shooting of Oscar Grant. Her story of a teenage girl who grapples
with racism, police brutality, and social activism became an
immediate young adult bestseller. It has become a book that is
currently being read by a lot of German students in their English
lessons and that has become ever more important within the context
of the recent race riots that have broken out in many American cities.

